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Through the mediums. But they are, I'm sure," she nodded, "all right." "They are? How can they be?" "The

manticas are; but you'll have to collect them out of the people themselves; unless--" "Unless what?"
"Unless--" she looked at him a little wistfully, "unless you are strong enough to have them come to you."

"But I can't," said Alice, startled. "You've got--sympathy, haven't you?--strength?" "Yes," said Alice,
softly--"yes, of course I have." "Then you'll be able to collect them." "I don't understand," she said. "_You_

can't have all the manticas." "How dare you?" said Alice, turning pale. "So you've got them back again,"
said Hester. "I never had them." "Yes, you have," said Hester. "You came into collision with them. You had
a moment of. hallucination. Remember the moment--that was the beginning." Alice looked at her, appalled.
"Yes," she said. "I suppose it was. I think they nearly killed me." "No," said Hester, "they did not kill you.

They were very careful they did not kill you." "How could you know that?" cried Alice, panting. Hester put
her hand across Alice's mouth. "I know, darling," she said, and Alice felt her hand and kissed it gratefully.
She had never admitted to herself how much she cared for Hester. "But they did frighten me," said Alice.
"The loss of my boy--" "It was a fright," said Hester. "They do frighten you. I told you the next time you'd
come in for a surprise." "But then it was--horrible!" cried Alice, with a little sob. "I thought it was real."

"And it was," said Hester. "Only you came out of it very near the other side.
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