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say this, but Mother Nature is losing this fight with man. She just can’t stay on top. We have always seemed to have this magical thinking, thinking we can beat the natural cycle of climate change by stopping it or by coming up with some other quick-fix game plan. And this game plan
is based on the assumption that solar energy is free. This is a dangerous assumption, and it is being made with a lack of understanding, which is reflected in the policies that follow the assumption. The assumption that solar energy is free is incorrect because solar energy is not free.

It is a product. The same can be said for a lot of other forms of energy. Gas, coal, nuclear, wind, hydroelectric — they are all products, and they are all subject to the laws of physics. They all have certain minimum costs that they must carry, and they all have maximum capacities that
limit their use. There is a maximum voltage, and a maximum flow rate. The maximum flow rate is determined by the amount of effort you are willing to put in to move the water. The limiting voltage is determined by the maximum pressure allowed, which we can build up in the pipes.

The limiting capacity of a power plant, for example, is the amount of energy we can put in to it for a given amount of work. We call this the thermal efficiency. The thermal efficiency of a power plant is usually somewhere in the neighborhood of 30 to 40 percent. It is this efficiency
that explains why we waste so much energy. The efficiency problem can be traced to a simple calculation: If you have a certain
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